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‘the effect that its peave-making
efforts in Laos-are sabo-
‘laged by the Central Intelligence

Maj.-Gen. “Phoumi Nosavan, the
royal Leotlan governmeni's De-
fense Minister and “strong-man.”
Meanwhile, Dean Rusk, Secre-
tary of State, delayed a scheduled
““departure for Seattle to attend a
- “late afternoon conference on
“problems in  Southeast Asia”
.that President Kennedy held at
*ithe White House and that also in.
;volved armed forces representa
‘tives.
ionference Called Rovtine

. Pwerre Salinger, White House
.press secretary, insisted that the
~“conference, which lasted aebout an
-+ hour, was “a strictly routine meet-
_.}ng" aud "not sn emergency” af-
fair. i

" Lincoln White, ghief State De.

" -partment press officer, ~emid the
allegations against the., CTA that
[swere, published in Lofdda are
 “completely false.”
2" The State Department, he con-
/“Unued, “has set the policy of the
~[United States] Goverminent in
" Laos in conjuaction with the Pres-
dent and ether agencies of the
.governmerd,: including the CIA,
Lcare carrylyg out that pelicy.”
" “The futlons of the. CIA In
Laos.” ha -rded, “are {0 collect
inteiligenck essentiel  to the in-

terests ¢of' tye United States gov-|-
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\6r Release 2001/d

ing tast Friday between W. Av
erell Harriman
tian Ambassador bere.
Gorermman e ety s
vernmant was . "
o megotisls promply 300
uu&?iy with ks neutralist and
pro-Comaunist foes to form with]
them a coalitlon rfegime in ac:
¢ordance with ah East.-West agree-
ment worked out st Geneva last
year.
Ouster Report Deniedl -
But it Is “umroe,” he added,

Harriman hed stt Phourni's ouster
from the present government at
Vientlane as the price for con-
tinuance of Unlied States eco-
noriic and military assistance.

It i5 understoud, however, that
Harriman sirove to impress

ton'e displeasuté over Phoumf's
public conduct in recent woeks,
including statements represanting
tha Geneva agresment as pro-
Communist and his stand as
vurdly anti-Communist.

e recentiv reasserted his readi-
ness to accept Prince Souvanna
‘Phouma, an avowed neutrslist, as
Premier of tne proposed coalition
hut only, he added, i Souvanna
provides evidencn that he will nat
thereafter favor ‘the coalitlon's
pro-Comnunist wing, which his
half-brother, Prince Souphanou-
»uag, woald head.

Key Posts Barrod . ,

Phgan:i, who is vice prémier sz
wal| "ms Defense Minister, has
hetp particularly ‘hsistent that
$x JhanouvonF’s fattion in the
ppilected coslitfon regime be de
r.k“i Cabhinet posts entailing ot
bl of the army and pollcs,

‘Ybe CGeneva plan, however, is
egroted  here 1
{ sllot those posts (o Sou-
w'a neutralist faction,,

can ha reached.
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that, as the Vientiane report said,| 1
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two' days  furth
ment of his rebtrn to Leos.

henr:frrhnanuagd Mdefs hai;en
therefore, slight or 8in-
Phoumi out for criticism}, .
on travel count. They are
untlerstood; however, to be crit-|:
ical of him on military grounds. |
He Insisted on orcing the
royal ‘Laotian Govarnment's Naml|:
Tha garrison esrly this mouth in e
disregard «f contentions by his].:

American military advisers tbat| /
such an isolated position couldf\:
not be held agminst determined]
rebe! attack. Then, glgo contrary \

to American, advice, the local \‘
comundnd at Nam® Tha disposedfs™i:

#ts foroe of about 4,500 men fn alf:
way, -if 1s allegod here, that vieg\\:
toelly sipvited the defeat that fol-[\3
lowod Y, '
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